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EDITORIAL 

Editorial:  “Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought” 

We are delighted to present “Rabindranath Tagore’s 
Educational Thought,” a collaborative effort by esteemed 
scholars in the field. This edited book explores the profound 
insights of Rabindranath Tagore, a luminary whose educational 
philosophy continues to resonate in contemporary discourse. 

With contributions from 18 authors, this Chapter offers a 
comprehensive examination of Tagore’s visionary ideas on 
education. Through meticulous research and thoughtful analysis, 
each chapter sheds light on different facets of Tagore’s 
educational thought, spanning from his emphasis on holistic 
learning to his advocacy for creativity and freedom in education. 

As editors, it has been our privilege to assemble this collection and 
witness the diverse perspectives and interpretations brought forth 
by our esteemed contributors. We believe that this book will serve 
as a valuable resource for scholars, educators, and students alike, 
inspiring continued dialogue and exploration of Tagore’s enduring 
legacy in the realm of education. 

Chapter 1: Ajoy Das, delves into Rabindranath Tagore’s 
pedagogical philosophy, offering a contemporary perspective on 
its relevance in education today. 

Chapter 2: Amit Adhikari, Gopal Adhikari, and Dr. Aloke 
Mondal, explore educational innovations inspired by Tagore’s 
Totakahini, shedding light on its potential insights for modern 
education. 

Chapter 3: Bishnu Pada Sarkar, examines the relevance of 
Tagore’s philosophy in Indian modern education, focusing on 
activity, discovery, and dialogue as essential components. 

Chapter 4: Dr. Debanjan Das, discusses Tagore’s vision of 
education and its applicability in the 21st century, highlighting its 
enduring significance. 



viii 

Chapter 5: Dr. Lopamudra Mishra, evaluates Tagore’s concept 
of education and its applicability in the current scenario, 
addressing its relevance amidst contemporary educational 
challenges. 

Chapter 6: Dr. Manasi Das, elucidates Rabindranath Tagore’s 
educational thought, offering insights into his pioneering ideas and 
their impact on education. 

Chapter 7: Mira Mandal and Dr. Mahesh Kumar Panigrahi, 
explore environmental education in Tagore’s pedagogy, drawing 
lessons for sustainable development. 

Chapter 8: Dr. Rabindranath Maiti, compares Tagore’s 
educational experiments with the Right to Education Bill, 
highlighting potential synergies and differences. 

Chapter 9: Rana Gorai, examines Tagore’s enduring influence 
on modern educational thought within the global education 
landscape, emphasizing his lasting legacy. 

Chapter 10: Dr. Sanjay Sarkar, explores Rabindranath Tagore’s 
views in Western philosophy, offering a nuanced understanding of 
his philosophical perspectives. 

Chapter 11: Saroj Mahata, discusses Tagore’s engagement with 
science and environmentalism through literature, revealing the 
intersection between literature and scientific thought in Tagore’s 
works. 

Chapter 12: Soma Mishra, reflects on Tagore’s educational 
experiment at Santiniketan, drawing lessons for modern schools 
and educational practices. 

Chapter 13: Supriya Debnath, explores Tagore’s emphasis on 
music and arts in education, highlighting the importance of 
nurturing the whole child through holistic educational approaches. 

Chapter 14: Dr. Tamal Jana, discusses Tagore’s concept of 
holistic education, emphasizing the integration of mind, body, and 
spirit in educational practices. 
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Chapter 15: Chandan Pai, examines the influence of Sanskrit in 
Rabindranath Tagore’s educational philosophy, exploring its role 
in shaping his educational ideals. 

Chapter 16: Debashree Panda, explores Rabindranath Tagore’s 
educational ideals through his relationship with Bonphool, 
shedding light on his pedagogical principles. 

Chapter 17: Sudipta Mahata, discusses Rabindranath Tagore’s 
engagement with folk literature in his educational thought, 
highlighting its significance in shaping his educational ideals. 

Chapter 18: Tirtharaj Biswas, explores the themes of 
independence and modernity in Rabindranath Tagore’s 
educational thought, examining their implications for 
contemporary education. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the authors who have 
generously shared their expertise and insights, as well as to the 
readers who embark on this intellectual journey with us.  

Sincerely, 

 

EDITORS 
Dr. Sashibhusan Mishra  

Prof. (Dr.) Tapan Kumar De  
Dr. Chandan Mandal 

Place: Kolkata 
Date: 02.04.2024 
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FOREWORD 

It gives me immense pleasure to contribute this foreword to the edited 
Book “Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought,” editors by Dr. 
Sashibhusan Mishra, Prof. (Dr.) Tapan Kumar De, and Dr. Chandan 
Mandal. Rabindranath Tagore, a towering figure in Indian literature and 
education, continues to inspire generations with his profound insights and 
visionary ideas. 
This comprehensive compilation delves into Tagore’s educational 
philosophy, shedding light on his innovative pedagogical methods, 
holistic approach to learning, and emphasis on creativity and 
individuality. Tagore’s belief in the integration of nature, art, and 
spirituality into education is as relevant today as it was during his 
lifetime. 
As a retired professor and former Head of the Department of Sanskrit, 
Pali & Prakrit Bhasha-Bhavana at Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, I have 
witnessed firsthand the enduring impact of Tagore’s educational ideals 
on students and scholars alike. This volume serves as a valuable resource 
for academics, educators, and anyone interested in understanding 
Tagore’s timeless educational legacy. 
I commend the editors for their scholarly effort in bringing together 
diverse perspectives on Tagore’s educational thought. May this book 
inspire future generations to explore and uphold the principles of 
enlightenment and humanism championed by Rabindranath Tagore. 
  
 
      Dr. Arun Ranjan Mishra  

Retired Professor and Former Head, Department of Sanskrit, 
Pali & Prakrit Bhasha-Bhavana, Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, 
West Bengal, India 

Place: Santiniketan 
Date: 02.04.2024 
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Date: 05.04.2024 

Message 
I am delighted to announce the publication of our edited book titled 
“Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought.” This collaborative 
effort, spearheaded by esteemed editors Dr. Sashibhusan Mishra, Prof. 
(Dr.) Tapan Kumar De and Dr. Chandan Mandal, delves into the 
profound educational philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore. 
Rabindranath Tagore, a luminary of Indian literature and culture, was 
also a visionary in the field of education. His thoughts on education 
continue to inspire educators worldwide, emphasizing the holistic 
development of individuals and the nurturing of creativity and critical 
thinking. 
This edited volume brings together insightful contributions that explore 
various aspects of Tagore’s educational philosophy, its relevance in 
contemporary times, and its implications for pedagogy and educational 
policy. Through diverse perspectives and rigorous scholarship, we aim to 
enrich the discourse on educational theory and practice. 
I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the editors and contributors for their 
dedication and scholarly rigor in bringing this volume to fruition. I am 
confident that “Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought” will 
serve as a valuable resource for educators, researchers, and all those 
interested in the transformative power of education. 

 



xv 

CONTENTS 
 
About the Editors v 

Editorial vii 

Dedicated x 

Acknowledgement xi 

Foreword xiii 

Message xiv 

Contents xv 

List of Contributors xix 

CHAPTER : 1  1 

The Pedagogical Philosophy of Rabindranath  
Tagore: A Contemporary Perspective 

Ajoy Das  

CHAPTER : 2 15 

Innovations in Education: Insights from  
Rabindranath Tagore’s Totakahini 

Amit Adhikari & Gopal Adhikari & Dr. Aloke Mondal  

CHAPTER : 3 23 

Relevance of the Philosophy of Rabindranath  
in Indian Modern Education with regard to  
Activity, Discovery and Dialogue 

Bishnu Pada Sarkar 

CHAPTER : 4 31 

Tagore’s Vision of Education: Relevance in the 21st Century 

Dr. Debanjan Das 

 



xvi 

 

CHAPTER : 5 42 

Tagore’s Concept of Education and it’s Applicability  
in the Resent Scenario 

Dr. Lopamudra Mishra 

CHAPTER : 6 53 

Rabindra Nath Tagore : His Educational Thought 

Dr. Manasi Das 

CHAPTER : 7 66 

Environmental Education in Tagore’s Pedagogy:  
Lessons for Sustainable Development  

Mira Mandal & Dr. Mahesh Kumar Panigrahi 

CHAPTER : 8 77 

Comparing Tagore’s Educational Experiments  
with the Right to Education Bill 

Dr. Rabindranath Maiti 

CHAPTER : 9 89 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Enduring Influence : Modern  
Educational Thought in the Global Education Landscape 

Rana Gorai 

CHAPTER : 10 97 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Views in Western Philosophy 

Dr. Sanjay Sarkar 

CHAPTER : 11 108 

Rabindranath Tagore and Science  : Environmentalism  
in the Light of Literature 

Saroj Mahata 

 



xvii 

 

CHAPTER : 12 121 

Tagore’s Educational Experiment at  
Santiniketan: Lessons for Modern Schools 

Soma Mishra 

CHAPTER : 13 133 

Tagore’s Emphasis on Music and Arts in  
Education: Nurturing the Whole Child 

Supriya Debnath 

CHAPTER : 14 146 

Tagore’s Concept of Holistic Education: Integrating  

Mind, Body, and Spirit 

Dr. Tamal Jana 

CHAPTER : 15 156 

রবীģনাথ ঠাকুেরর িশ¢াদশƳেন সংƅৃেতর Ĵভাব : একিট আেলাচনা 

ড. চĢন পই 

CHAPTER : 16 165 

িশ¢া ভাবনায় রবীģনাথ ও বনফুল 

Ʊদবŵ পęা 

CHAPTER : 17 175 

রবীģ িশ¢া িচĜা : Ʊলাকসািহত� 

সুদীĮা মাহাত 

CHAPTER : 18 182 

রবীģ-িশ¢ািচĜার ƗাতĞ� ও আধুিনকতা 

তীথƳরাজ িবųাস 



xviii 

 

 

 

 

A Peer Review Edited Book on 

Rabindranath Tagore’s  
Educational Thought



ISBN: 978-93-6008-263-5 | Page- xix 

 Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 
 

CHAPTER NO. & TITLE OF 
THE PAPERS 

AUTHOR(S) 

CHAPTER : 1 
THE PEDAGOGICAL 

PHILOSOPHY OF 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE: A 

CONTEMPORARY 
PERSPECTIVE 

Ajoy Das 

Assistant Professor,  Kultikri Teacher 
Training Institute of Higher Studies, 

Jhargram, West Bengal. ( Guest 
Teacher, Department of Philosophy, 

Sankrail ABS Mahavidyalaya, 
Jhargram, West Bengal, India) 

CHAPTER : 2 
INNOVATIONS IN 

EDUCATION: INSIGHTS 
FROM RABINDRANATH 
TAGORE’S TOTAKAHINI 

Amit Adhikari 

SACT & Head of the Department of 
Education, Sankrail Anil Biswas Smriti 

Mahavidyalaya, Jhargram, West 
Bengal, India 

& 
Gopal Adhikari 

Research Scholar, Department of 
Education, Jadavpur University, 

Kolkata, West Bengal, India 

& 
Dr. Aloke Mondal 

Assistant professor, Department of 
Education, National Sanskrit 

University, Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, 
India 

CHAPTER : 3 
RELEVANCE OF THE 

PHILOSOPHY OF 
RABINDRANATH IN INDIAN 
MODERN EDUCATION WITH 

REGARD TO ACTIVITY, 
DISCOVERY AND DIALOGUE 

Bishnu Pada Sarkar 

Assistant Professor, Department of  
Philosophy, Jamini Mazumder 

Memorial College, Patiram, Dakshin 
Dinajpur, West Bengal, India 



Page- xx | ISBN: 978-93-6008-263-5 

 Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought 

CHAPTER : 4 
TAGORE’S VISION OF 

EDUCATION: RELEVANCE 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

Dr. Debanjan Das 

Assistant Professor (WBES), 
Department of Sanskrit, Jhargram Raj 
College, Jhargram, West Bengal, India 

CHAPTER : 5 
TAGORE’S CONCEPT OF 

EDUCATION AND IT’S 
APPLICABILITY IN THE 

RESENT SCENARIO 

Dr. Lopamudra Mishra 

Principal, Shishu Vihar School , 
Bastacolla, Jharia, Dhanbad, 

Jharkhand, India 

CHAPTER : 6 
RABINDRA NATH TAGORE : 

HIS EDUCATIONAL 
THOUGHT 

Dr. Manasi Das 

Assistant Professor, Department of 
History, RKDF University, Ranchi, 

Jharkhand, India 

CHAPTER : 7 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

EDUCATION IN TAGORE’S 
PEDAGOGY: LESSONS FOR 

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

Mira Mandal 

Ph.D Research Scholar, Department of 
Education, National Sanskrit 

University, Tirupati, Andhrapradesh, 
India 

& 

Dr. Mahesh Kumar Panigrahi 

Assistant professor, Department of 
Education, Central Sanskrit University, 
Shree Sadashiva Campus, Puri, odisha, 

India. 

CHAPTER : 8 
COMPARING TAGORE'S 

EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIMENTS WITH THE 

RIGHT TO EDUCATION BILL 

Dr. Rabindranath Maiti 

State Aided College Teacher, 
Department of Sanskrit, Narajole. Raj 

College, Narajole, Paschim Medinipur, 
West Bengal, India 



ISBN: 978-93-6008-263-5 | Page- xxi 

 Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought 

CHAPTER : 9 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE’S 

ENDURING INFLUENCE : 
MODERN EDUCATIONAL 

THOUGHT IN THE GLOBAL 
EDUCATION LANDSCAPE 

Rana Gorai 

State Aided College Teacher, 
Department of English, Saltora Netaji 

Centenary College, Bankura, West 
Bengal,  India 

CHAPTER : 10 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE’S 

VIEWS IN WESTERN 
PHILOSOPHY 

Dr. Sanjay Sarkar 

Assistant Professor, Department of 
Education, Bidhan Chandra College, 

Rishra, Hooghly, W.B. India 

CHAPTER : 11 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

AND SCIENCE  : 
ENVIRONMENTALISM IN 

THE LIGHT OF LITERATURE 

Saroj Mahata 

State Aided College Teacher, 
Department of History, Gourav Guin 

Memorial College, C.K.Road, Paschim 
Medinipur, West Bengal. (Ph.D 

Research Scholar, Dept of History, 
RKDF University, Ranchi, Jharkhand, 

India) 

CHAPTER : 12 
TAGORE’S EDUCATIONAL 

EXPERIMENT AT 
SANTINIKETAN: LESSONS 
FOR MODERN SCHOOLS 

Soma Mishra 

State Aided College Teacher , 
Department of Sanskrit, Debra Thana 

Sahid Kshudiram Smriti 
Mahavidyalaya, Debra , Paschim 
Medinipur, West Bengal ( Ph.D 

Research Scholar, Department of 
Sanskrit, Ram  Krishna Dharmarth 

Foundation (RKDF) University, 
Ranchi) 

CHAPTER : 13 
TAGORE'S EMPHASIS ON 

MUSIC AND ARTS IN 
EDUCATION: NURTURING 

THE WHOLE CHILD 

Supriya Debnath 

State Aided College Teacher, 
Department of Sanskrit, Kalna College, 

Kalna, West Bengal, India 



Page- xxii | ISBN: 978-93-6008-263-5 

 Rabindranath Tagore’s Educational Thought 

CHAPTER : 14 
TAGORE'S CONCEPT OF 
HOLISTIC EDUCATION: 

INTEGRATING MIND, BODY, 
AND SPIRIT 

Dr. Tamal Jana 

State Aided College Teacher, 
Department of English , Sankrail Anil 

Biswas Smriti Mahavidyalaya, 
Sankrail, Jhargram, West Bengal, 

India 

CHAPTER : 15 

রবীģনাথ ঠাকুেরর িশ¢াদশƳেন সংƅৃেতর 
Ĵভাব : একিট আেলাচনা 

ড. চĢন পই 

ƱƉট এেডড কেলজ িটচার, সংƅৃত িবভাগ, 
ƱগািবĢ Ĵসাদ মহািবদ�ালয়, অমরকানন, 

বাঁকুড়া, প.ব., ভারত 

CHAPTER : 16 

িশ¢া ভাবনায় রবীģনাথ ও বনফুল 
Ʊদবŵ পęা 

SACT (II), Bengali, S.B.S.S. 
Mahavidyalaya, Paschim Medinipur, 

W.B, India 

CHAPTER : 17 

রবীģ িশ¢া িচĜা : Ʊলাকসািহত� 
সুদীĮা মাহাত 

গেবষক, বাংলা িবভাগ, রাজা নেরģ লাল খান 
মিহলা মহািবদ�ালয় (Ɨশািসত), Ʊমিদনীপুর, 

প.ব., ভারত 

CHAPTER : 18 

রবীģ-িশ¢ািচĜার ƗাতĞ� ও আধুিনকতা 
তীথƳরাজ িবųাস 

SACT I, বাংলা িবভাগ, খƥপুর কেলজ, 
Ʊমিদনীপুর, প.ব., ভারত 

 
 
 
 
 
 




